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?He gathered together all the leaders of Israel. He also gathered the priests and the Levites
together. 3 The Levites who were 30 years old or more were counted. The total number of
men was 38,000. “David said, “From them, 24,000 will be in charge of the work of

the Lord’s temple. And 6,000 will be officials and judges. > Another 4,000 will guard the
gates. And 4,000 will praise the Lord with the instruments of music I’ve provided for that
purpose.” ® David separated the Levites into groups. He did it according to the sons of Levi.
The sons were Gershon, Kohath and Merari.
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!David and the commanders of the army set apart some of the sons of Asaph,
Heman and Jeduthun. They set them apart to serve the Lord by prophesying
while harps, lyres and cymbals were being played. Here is the list of the men
who served Iin that way.
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°All of them were sons of the king’s prophet Heman. They were given to Heman to bring
him honor. That’s what God had promised. God gave him 14 sons and three daughters.°All
of them were under the direction of their father. They played music for the Lord’s temple.
They served at the house of God by playing cymbals, lyres and harps. Asaph, Jeduthun
and Heman were under the king’s direction. 'All of them were trained and skilled in
playing music for the Lord. Their total number was 288. That included their

relatives. ® Young and old alike cast lots for their duties. That was true for students as well
as teachers.
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! Praise the Lord.Praise God in his holy temple.
Praise him in his mighty heavens.

> Praise him for his powerful acts.

Praise him because he Is greater than anything else.
3Praise him by blowing trumpets.

Praise him with harps and lyres.
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“ Praise him with tambourines and dancing.

Praise him with stringed instruments and flutes.

°> Praise him with clashing cymbals.

Praise him with clanging cymbals.

° Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord.
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15_et the message about Christ live among you like a rich treasure. Teach and
correct one another wisely. Teach one another by singing psalms and hymns
and songs from the Spirit. Sing to God with thanks In your hearts.

1’Do everything you say or do in the name of the Lord Jesus. Always give
thanks to God the Father through Christ.
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LAfter these things | heard a roar in heaven. It sounded like a huge crowd
shouting, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.
°The way he judges is true and fair. He has judged the great prostitute. She
made the earth impure with her terrible sins. God has paid her back for
killing those who served him.”

3Again they shouted, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her fire goes up for ever
and ever.”
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“The 24 elders and the four living creatures bowed down. They worshiped God, who was
sitting on the throne. They cried out,*Amen! Hallelujah!” > Then a voice came from the
throne. It said, “Praise our God, all you who serve him! Praise God, all you who have
respect for him, both great and small!” °Then | heard the noise of a huge crowd. It
sounded like the roar of rushing waters and like loud thunder. The people were shouting,
“Hallelujah! Our Lord God is the King who rules over all.
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