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! The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your
father’s family. Go to the land I will show you.
2] will make you into a great nation.
And | will bless you.
| will make your name great.
You will be a blessing to others.
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31 will bless those who bless you. | will put a curse on anyone who puts a
curse on you. All nations on earth will be blessed because of you.” 4 So Abram
went, just as the Lord had told him. Lot went with him. Abram was 75 years
old when he left Harran. ®> He took his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot. They
took all the people and possessions they had acquired in Harran. They started
out for the land of Canaan. And they arrived there.
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1 Some time later, Abram had a vision. The Lord said to him, “Abram, do not
be afraid. I am like a shield to you. I am your very great reward.”

> But Abram said, “Lord and King, what can you give me? I still don’t have
any children. My servant Eliezer comes from Damascus. When | die, he will
get everything I own.”
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3 Abram continued, “You haven’t given me any children. So this servant of
mine will get everything I own.”

“*Then a message from the Lord came to Abram. The Lord said, “When you
die, what you have will not go to this man. You will have a son of your own.
He will get everything you have.”
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> The Lord took Abram outside and said, “Look up at the sky. Count the stars,
if you can.” Then he said to him, “That’s how many children will be born into
your family.”

> Abram believed the Lord. The Lord was pleased with Abram because he
believed. So Abram’s faith made him right with the Lord.
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LWhen Abram was 99 years old, the Lord appeared to him. He said, “I am
the Mighty God. Walk faithfully with me. Live in a way that pleases me.
2 1 will now act on my covenant between me and you. | will greatly increase

the number of your children after you.”
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3 Abram fell with his face to the ground. God said to him,

4 “This is my covenant with you. You will be the father of many nations.
°>You will not be called Abram anymore. Your name will be Abraham,
because | have made you a father of many nations.
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°1 will greatly increase the number of your children after you. Nations and
kings will come from you. ” I will make my covenant with you last forever. It
will be between me and you and your family after you for all time to come. |
will be your God. And I will be the God of all your family after you. 8 You are
now living in Canaan as an outsider. But | will give you the whole land of
Canaan. You will own it forever and so will all your family after you. And |
will be their God.”
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°Then God said to Abraham, “You must keep my covenant. You and your
family after you must keep it for all time to come. 1°Here is my covenant that
you and your family after you must keep. You and every male among you
must be circumcised. % That will be the sign of the covenant between me and

you.
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121t must be done for all time to come. Every male among you who is eight
days old must be circumcised. That includes those who are born into your
own family or outside it. It also includes those bought with money from a
stranger. 3So any male born into your family or bought with your money
must be circumcised. My covenant will last forever. Your body will have the
mark of my covenant on it. 1*Any male who has not been circumcised will be
separated from his people. He has broken my covenant.”
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1>God also said to Abraham, “Do not continue to call your wife by the name
Sarai. Her name will be Sarah.

161 will give her my blessing. You can be sure that I will give you a son by her.
| will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations. Kings of nations will
come from her.”
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15 He said, “I am giving you my word that I will bless you. I will bless you
because of what you have done,” announces the Lord. “You have not held
back your son, your only son. *” So | will certainly bless you. I will make the
children born into your family as many as the stars in the sky. I will make
them as many as the grains of sand on the seashore. They will take over the
cities of their enemies. 8 All nations on earth will be blessed because of your
children. All these things will happen because you have obeyed me.”
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children. All these things will happen because you have obeyed me.”
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The promises were given to Abraham. They were also given to his seed. Scripture does not

say, “and to seeds.” That means many people. It says, “and to your seed.” That means one
person. And that one person is Christ.
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1950 you must go and make disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 2° Teach them to obey everything | have commanded

you. And you can be sure that I am always with you, to the very end.”
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é‘] J'L‘iiE But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. Then you will
tell people about me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria. And you will even tell

other people about me from one end of the earth to the other.”
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