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' Here’s something else I’ve seen on this earth.

Races aren’t always won by those who run fast. 7%¥7E. ﬁj‘ I3k
Battles aren’t always won by those who are strong. ﬁﬁ 9‘ %%
Wise people don’t always have plenty of food. ;k S ,?%7_
Clever people aren’t always wealthy. s
Those who have learned a lot aren’t always successful. /%\Z:'ﬁ-
God controls the timing of every event. Z 7 5

He also controls how things turn out. 2% g o
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1 There was a man who lived in the land of Uz. His name was Job. He was
nonest. He did what was right. He had respect for God and avoided evil. 2 Job
nad seven sons and three daughters. 3 He owned 7,000 sheep and 3,000 camels.
He owned 500 pairs of oxen and 500 donkeys. He also had a large number of
servants. He was the most important man among all the people in the east.
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14

“His sons used to give feasts in their homes on their birthdays. They would
Invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. > The time for enjoying
good food would end. Then Job would make plans for his children to be made
pure and “clean.” He would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them. He
would do it early in the morning. He would think, “Perhaps my children have
sinned. Maybe they have spoken evil things against God in their hearts.”
That’s what Job always did for his children when he felt they had sinned.
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°One day angels came to the Lord. Satan also came with them.

"The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered,
“From traveling all around the earth. I’ve been going from one end of it to
the other.” 2 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you thought about my
servant Job? There isn’t anyone on earth like him. He is honest. He does what
is right. He has respect for God and avoids evil.”
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%“You always give Job everything he needs,” Satan replied. “That’s why he
has respect for you. ‘’Haven’t you guarded him and his family? Haven’t you
taken care of everything he has? You have blessed everything he does. His
flocks and herds are spread all through the land. *'But now reach out your
hand and strike down everything he has. Then I’'m sure he will speak evil
things against you. In fact, he’ll do it right in front of you.”
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12The Lord said to Satan, “All right. I am handing everything he has over to

you. But do not touch the man himself.”
Then Satan left the Lord and went on his way.
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130ne day Job’s sons and daughters were at their oldest brother’s house.
They were enjoying good food and drinking wine. ** During that time a
messenger came to Job. He said, “The oxen were plowing. The donkeys were
eating grass near them. > Then the Sabeans attacked us and carried off the
animals. They Killed some of the servants with their swords. I’m the only one
who has escaped to tell you!”
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1While he was still speaking, a second messenger came. He said, “God sent
lightning from the sky. It struck the sheep and killed them. It burned up some
of the servants. I’m the only one who has escaped to tell you!”*"While he was
still speaking, a third messenger came. He said, “The Chaldeans separated
themselves into three groups. They attacked your camels and carried them off.
They Kkilled the rest of the servants with their swords. I’m the only one who

has escaped to tell you!”



{Hic—E1~221
LR R BIE R IR, UHF ARBL: R ILELAMLINTIKITEY
R ELIRGIE,
UERH, AERMY FEH R, FIT5ENDf 5—/_%@1&33429‘
SAHF L, WAL T; mﬁ&~A¢M X 34T 1R

***************************************************************************************************

15While he was still speaking, a fourth messenger came. He said, “Your sons
and daughters were at their oldest brother’s house. They were enjoying good
food and drinking wine. 1°Suddenly a strong wind blew in from the desert. It
struck the four corners of the house. The house fell down on your children.
Now all of them are dead. I’m the only one who has escaped to tell you!”
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20 After Job heard all these reports, he got up and tore his robe. He shaved his
head. Then he fell to the ground and worshiped the Lord. 2! He said, “I was
born naked. And I’ll leave here naked. The Lord has given, and the Lord has
taken away. May the name of the Lord be praised.”?? In spite of everything,
Job didn’t sin by blaming God for doing anything wrong.
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'On another day angels came to the Lord. Satan also came to him along with

them. “The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered, “From
traveling all around the earth. I’ve been going from one end of it to the other.”*Then

the Lord said to Satan, “Have you thought about my servant Job? There isn’t anyone on
earth like him. He is honest. He does what is right. He has respect for God and avoids evil.
You tried to turn me against him. You wanted me to destroy him without any reason. But
he still continues to be faithful.”
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“Satan replied, “A man will give everything he has to save himself. So Job is willing to give
up the lives of his family to save his own life. °But now reach out your hand and strike his
flesh and bones. Then I’m sure he will speak evil things against you. In fact, he’ll do it
right in front of you.”°The Lord said to Satan, “All right. I am handing him over to you.
But you must spare his life.”’Then Satan left the Lord and went on his way. He sent
painful sores on Job. They covered him from the bottom of his feet to the top of his head.
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SHe got part of a broken pot. He used it to scrape his skin. He did it while he
was sitting in ashes.’His wife said to him, “Are you still continuing to be
faithful to the Lord? Speak evil things against him and die!”'°Job replied,
“You are talking like a foolish woman. We accept good things from God. So
we should also accept trouble when he sends it.” In spite of everything, Job
didn’t say anything that was sinful.
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1" The fig trees might not bud. The vines might not produce any grapes.
The olive crop might fail. The fields might not produce any food.

nere might not be any sheep in the pens.

nere might not be any cattle in the barns.

18 But I will still be glad because of what the Lord has done.
God my Savior fills me with joy.
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9 The Lord and King gives me strength.

-He makes my feet like the feet of a deer.

He helps me walk on the highest places.

This prayer is for the director of music.

It should be sung while being accompanied by stringed instruments.
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20 After Job heard all these reports, he got up and tore his robe. He shaved his
head. Then he fell to the ground and worshiped the Lord. ?* He said, “I was
born naked. And I’ll leave here naked. The Lord has given, and the Lord has
taken away. May the name of the Lord be praised.”?2 In spite of everything,
Job didn’t sin by blaming God for doing anything wrong.
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SHe got part of a broken pot. He used it to scrape his skin. He did it while he
was sitting in ashes.’His wife said to him, “Are you still continuing to be
faithful to the Lord? Speak evil things against him and die!”'°Job replied,
“You are talking like a foolish woman. We accept good things from God. So
we should also accept trouble when he sends it.” In spite of everything, Job
didn’t say anything that was sinful.
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12The Lord blessed the last part of Job’s life even more than the first part. He
gave Job 14,000 sheep and 6,000 camels. He gave him 1,000 pairs of oxen and

1,000 donkeys.
13Job also had seven sons and three daughters.
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321 am quick to follow your commands,
because you have added to my understanding.
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22Turn your worries over to the Lord.
He will keep you going.
He will never let godly people be shaken.
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18 But the Lord wants to have mercy on you.
So he will rise up to give you his tender love.
The Lord is a God who Is always fair.
Blessed are all those who wait for him to act!

19 People of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you won’t weep anymore.
When you cry out to the Lord for help, he will have mercy on you.
As soon as he hears you, he’ll answer you.
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20 He might treat you like prisoners. You might eat the bread of trouble.

You might drink the water of suffering. But he will be your Teacher.

He won’t hide himself anymore. You will see him with your own eyes.
1 You will hear your Teacher’s voice behind you.

You will hear it whether you turn to the right or the left.

It will say, “Here is the path I want you to take. So walk on it.”
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